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IOBSERVATOR. 


A farther Difeourfe of the Neceffity of preferving the Health of ou Sailors. Of the Portuguefe 
Firing upow the Englifh Fleet. Of the March of she Earl of Gallway. Of the Affairs of 


Spain and Catalonia, Of the Confederate Fleet. 4 Touch ow the Rehearfal. 








rs 





oof. E Entertain’d our felves, the 
laft time we met, with a Dif- 
courfe of Naval Affairs, in re- | 


gard to the Health and Lives of our Sailors. We 
can only Talk, and, as Children cry themfelves 
Afleep, we may pleafe our felves with our own 
Notions, and procure a fort of Contentment in 
our own Breafts, by thinking how things might 
be, If Mars will entertain E/fculapzus, on Board 
Ship, only as a Swabber, or Powder-Monkey, he's 
a Fool for his Pains; Cutting and Curing 
makes the better fport for the God of War, and 
the Doctor feems his beft Friend in Patching up 
the Wounded, fo that they fhall be able to 
Fight again. 

it may not be amifs for you and I, Country- 
man, to inculcate our former Difcourfe, if it be 
to no other purpofe, than to let the Sazlors know 
what a Kindnets the Obfervator and his Country- 
man have for the Sons of the Sea; what Care 
they would have taken of the Health and the 
Lives of thofe Men that run fo many dangers, 
and have behaved themfelves fo well in the Ser- 
vice of their Country: 

Methinks it is fo plain a thing, that Natural 
Con{cience ihould reftrain a Perfon from taking 
an Office upon himfelf which he does not tne 
derftand, and on the Execution of which, the 
Lives of the moft ufeful People in our Kingdom 
dodepend. It is a Comfortable Importance to 
an Indigent Perfon tobe a Comini power of the 
Vidualling. A broken Barber that can ufe a 
Launcet, and put a little Burgundy-Pitch to a 
Tumour, will Thank any Body that will make 
him a Surgeon of one of the Queens Ships. But 
how ill muft any Government be ferv’d by thele 
Methods? Let the Vidualler confider how many 
Men may be Poifon’d by his Ignorance, and that 
for thofe Lives he muft give an Account, where 
thofe that Recommended him will have no In- 
tereft. °*Tis the fame thing with the Surgeox ; 
the Lives of our Sailors muft be accounted for 
in another State ; and ’tis pity it is not fo here. 

I heartily wifh’d, when our Reprefentatives 
were forming A Bill for the Encreafe and En- 
couragement of Seamen, aud for the Better and 

‘Speedier Manning the Fleet, That Enquiry would 
have been made, How we came under thefe Cir- 
cumftances? How we loft our Sailors? For the 
firft Step to repair a Lofs,is to kncw how that 
Lefs happened, that,thereby, the Provifions may 
fully aniwer the End, fo as that no fuch Acci- 
dent ihould again or alg the fame means. 
* Lis an eafie matter to how many Sailors 
have been Kill’d in this and the late War, how 
many have been En’tred on Board in that time, 
and Low many Wanting at this. 
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I would not have you think, Country-man; 
that I mean all the Men that have not been 
Kall’d in the Navy, and yet have Died, have bee 
deltroyed by the Viétuallers and Emperic’s 5 no, 
the Sailors may Die by the Common Accident¢ 
of Death, as we Afhore; but “tis no Breach of 
Charity to believe moft of ’em have gone that 
way ; nor do I {peak at Random, or did I enter 
this Subjeét,but upon a fore-fight of what, if not 
prevented, may put us to the fame Neceility of 
Men the next Year. 

I hope no Body will be Angry with mé for 
looking a little forwatds tor the Good of my 
Country. ’Lis as good 4 Confideration how td 
preierve our Men, as ‘tis how to get em; and 
want of this Confideration has brought us into 
an Exigence that our Fore-fathers would have 
Blufh’d to ha’ known, and which we have over- 
come with the greateft Difficulty. 

Koger, 1 thank God, } have beet the Inftru- 
ment, under Providence, of faving the Lives of 


-{ome Thoufands of Sailors, tho’ it has Coft me 


very dear: The Great Men ia Offices thinking 
themfelves Abufed by Complaints for the Common 
Good, which has ever been the Defign of my 


| Lite, and the End of my Writing, and if I can, 


by thefe hints on this Subject, but fave the Life 
ot one poor Sailor, I thall think my Thought 
{pent to a good purpofe. ' 

We thall have this Year, in our Naval Expe- 
ditions, many Men that never were Employ d 
on the Ocean, and the greateft care ought to be 
taken of them, till fuch time as they are Sea- 
foned to the Sea. Thefe Men, by due care, vy A 
become Able Meri againft another Year, and fit 
for any Common Service in the Navy: But "tis 
many Kifques and Hazards of Life they run ¥ 
Firft, by being Lod le’d on the Ballaft in Smacks, 
when firft Imprefs’d, where the Damps and 
Cold chills their Limbs, throws them into Agaues, 
or intermitting Feavers,fothat they are render d 
Unferviceable at firt: This might eafily be pres 
vented, were no Smacks taken tnto the Servieg 
but what had a oy ar Built over their Ballaf, 
for the fecurity of the Health of Men Imprefs’d 
for the Service. And Secondly, the unwonted 
way of Living, in refpect of Air and Diet, muft 
needs make a great Alteration on their 
which ought to be Guarded by the Skill of Able 
Phyfitians aud Surgeons. 

The Story you told me, Countryman, of the 
Potatoe Clerk m the Navy Ofice, gives a bad Pro« 
f{pect. That it fhould be in the Power ot a 

l-maker adwanc’d to a Clerk, to trifle with 
Lives of our Sstlors, by putting by Surgeons t 


have the beft Pretences. 1 could with every Sir 


geon was Swori}, before he went to Sea, what 
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geri te che even and Government than People 
magine. = 
Beitiy-in Qh Mafter! The Heel-making , 
on his Prntotes now. Ah Mafter! I find "tis a good thing 
for ® Man to have a Handfome Wife. ~~ , 

O+f. Well, Country-mah, let it be how it will, I hoffe 

tter Care will be taken of the Health of our Seamen. 

hefe Mifmanagements will, one time or other, come to 
the Knowledge o thofe that prefide in our Naval Affairs, 
anc then we may be cerwin of a Redrefs: We have dori¢ 
what we can do in the Cafe; and let us reft Contented. 

Country-m. Then, Mafter, let’s cal] another Caufe, ’tis 
too foon to go to Bed, and the Bottle of Offober isn’t half 
out. 

Of. Calt what Cau’e you pleafe, Iam under ycur Di- 
rection in your own Houle. 

Country-m, Mafter, ‘et’s talk a little of the Publick 
News, Ant we and the King of Tertugal in Alliance 
together ? 

Obf. Yes, Certainly. 

j Country-m. Why then did Ke Fire upon our Men of 

a? 

Olf: He did not; *twas not by his Order; "twas a Mi- 
fiake 6f the Governours of the Caftle. An Embargo was 
laid that no Ships fhould put to Sea, to prevent any Intel» 
ligence to be given of the Sailing of the Confederate Fleet. 
Bur when the King of Portygal heard of it he was very 
Angry, arid et the Fleet Sail- 

“Country-m. Matter; the Poft-Man calls this an odd Mi- 
ftake, and I think tis the oddeit that ever was heard of, 


No Shirs Sail to give Intel igence, that’s wellenovgh; But: 


that the Fleet fhould not Sai. to give Intelligence of them- 
felves that’: bad enough. Matter, is the Captain of thet 
Caiile Admiral of the Confederate Fleet, when they are in 
Lishon Harbour? Vf we can’t Sail fgom that Port without 
Leave, we may be broken in our Meafures when they thall 
pleafe not to give us Leave: But, Matter, it plainly appears 
that we have loft the Galleons by this odd Miftake. 

Obf. May Le not. But you fee the King of Portugal is 
very Angiy at it; and without doubt the Commander of the 
Fort has been very feverely Reprimanded. 

‘ Country-m. But, Mafier, what’s that to the Lofs of the 
G:lleons? Thofe Fellows are gone to New-Spain to’ tetch 
Homie 2 Power of Money to enable the French King to 
carvy on the Wars and had we taken thefe Galleons they 
could noi ha’ brought Home thet Money, and the French 
Kinz for wart of ir would have become a Bankrupt, 

Obf. Who knows but it may prove for the beft, and our 
Ships may take rhein when they come Home Loaden with 
Silver ? 
 Country-mi. And who knows but when they are coming 
Home, avother odd Miftake may happen, and our Shiys 
‘may wor be fufferd to Sail? For my part, Matter, had | 

‘heen Admiral, and they had Fir'd at me, for the Honour of 
‘Old Fueland I would ha’ Fir’d at them. I would ha’ beat 
gheir Forts end Cailles abot their Ears. ; 
 Obf Tien thou would’it have Acted the fart of a Fool 
and a Madman. I think Sir Fohn Leake fhow’d a great deal 
‘of Condnd in not doing fo ; ’twas better left to the Confi- 
‘eration of Her Majefty what te be done in that Affair. 
But ’tis very Neceflary to take Care of an A/Jiance with a 
Prince who eutrufts the Government of his Forts and Ca- 
files in the Hands of Men that have fo very few Brains 
"as to make fuch odd Miftakes, fo prejudicial to thie Common 
Caufe. ) 
onntry-m. Well, Mafier, what you fay may be Right. 
‘Bam too hot to make an Admiral I fhould ufe my Great 
Guns and Bombs as ldo my Towel, en all occafions, And 
‘Bey for the Honour of Old England ; I fhould thump the 
‘Carcafe of every Body that offer the leaft Affront to 
the Queen of England. What do you think, Matter, of 
the Potture of Affairs Afhore at Portugal? It feems the 
Marycuifs Das Minas is Generalifime of the Forces; thefe 
odd Mittakes bring odd Notions into my Noddle. Sup- 
fe he fhould do as the Governours of the Forts did, and 
bp: jet our Men go to Fight the French and Spa- 

Obf. There’s no Danger of that. You fee the Pof-Man 

ys, That the “arl of Gallaway has the Dire®ion of ALL, 
Foie, I have great hopes of Succefs in that Quarter, fince 
of Befieging Badajox ts Inid afide, and our Ad- 
ure us, That the Army ts Marching into Spain by 
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‘akz way of Alcantara. The Troops. of the Duke D? An- 


Clerk fends - 


jtas Paid fo his Adnaifon, i might be of re 








‘ Grandees to joyn him; or the Weaknefs of Anjou 
_in thofe Parts, that where he is not able to 


and fo' to 1004. 
jcosiderable Cage. : me de 
fome an Fach or Spanifh Wines. And the’ Cyder, aad Wine fo 












ou gare Marching for Catalonia, that is, what hed: 
‘ee, eh rd x taken fo m A beft Force . 
Its, eems not 16 have des’d w 
happen in his Rear, or hot ie Kingdon of Sais : 
Protected i jhig Abfence. , 2 Se | 
‘Ina few time we may heat Of 2 Revolusis, 
Spain; for we muft conclude that this March of the 
of Gallway’s is founded on the Affurances of fome of ! 
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"erfwade 
Natives to’ Loyalry to their Lawful Sovéraign’ te te 
force thent to it by the Power of his Arms,: _.. >) 
The Affairs of the Duke D’? dnjou Jook witha p,, 
worfe Countenance now than they did by the lat Advies 
The Earl of Peterboroug) is {o far from fetiring to Bae 
lona for Security, as the French Emiffaxies have piven .. 
that he is fo Strong as ro Act Offenfivety, and to Make et 
ther Accuifitions. ‘This being known in Spain wil] }.. 
a further Encouragement toa Revol. he 
The Progrefs of our Shipping towards the Mediteraye, 
will be alfo an Encouragement to a Revolt in 92° 
It Admiral Leake te not ftrong enough to engage the (y.., 
de Tholoufe, he’l} foon be joyn’d Ly Commodore Pri “ 
is already Arrives at Lishen, Admiral Fing is Saild oe 
tho’ he has met with bad Wedther and contrary Wi: 
we find he keeys the Sea. Let us Pray Hesrtily, Cony.’ 
- . 9° ; ; rer 
manjtor a fait Wind, and then, ina few Week, we a.) 
have a Fleet at Gitraltar, that will fend Tholoufe Pac +, 
Home, and put the: Duke D’ dijon upon ether Me, Le 
than the Seige of Barcelona. Don't fear, Cownrry-yo. 
things look well at that Side. hea 
Country-m. Matter, if it were not too late I would feck 
a Word about the Rehe.ar fr’. Fi 
Obf, He’s grown fo Dull, Foolifh, and Infipia that he jy 
not worth minding; nor woaid L ever meddle with hjx 
but <n the Account of his Calumnies and Forc eries. lag 
ever,l fhall gratifie you’ at any time when we have to 
better Bufinefs on our Hands; for ’tis better to pick Stiaws 
than do nothing at all, f 


Urbertifements, 


er Jub Sr bd with Amendments. 
rue Lift of the Royal Navy of England, with the partic# 
A Dimenfions of every Ship, their Names, where Bulle. by 
whom, Year when, length of the Gun-Deck, breadth, Number 
of Tuns, Men and Guns. To which is added the Queens Piftare 
with his Royal Highnefs Prince George, Lord High-Admiral of 
England, fairly Engrav’d on a Copper Pate. Price 6 d. Soldby 
R. Hnacgen in Pater. Nofter- Row.’ Where likewife may be had 
a true Printed Coppy taken from the Copper-Plate. . Price 24, 
Moft Eatie and Noble Cure for the Searvey, and French Dij: 
eafe, and aff the Pains, and other Accidents, thence proceed- 
ing, being twelve fmall Peafe chaving neither Smell nor Tafte) 
Price 2s, the Glafs, Sealed ; three or four of which Purges with 
that pleafure, by Stool and Urine, {Wweerenirig the Blood ind 
Juyces, carrying of their Impurities, and all the Symptons of the 
turegoing Diftem pers, ‘that a Cart-Load of Medicines will not 
do, what they alone Will. They are a Secret Communicated {or 
the Publick Good. By thefe you may prevent, or Cure, the 
aforetaid Diftempers, and all old remains; by taking thefe two 
or three times in the Spring and Fall, are perfeétly carried off. 
They exattly agree with all Conftitutions of Men or Women; 
amt Numbers have been Cured by once taking them. They 
y J. How, ac ven Stars in Talbot-Court, io 
Sreete-Libyeon rest, <P < ee 
ce very Ufe ables for all Seamen: Or, rhe Seamans 
T Pay. Ta e. Wherein every Mans Pay, from a Captain to a 
Cabbin-Boy, is exaétly Calculated and Caft Up, for a Day,a 
Week, a Month, and fo to Twenty Months, according to the pre 
fent Eftablifhnient in the Royal Navy. Sold by J. How, at the 
Seven-Stars, im Talbot Court, m Grace-Church-Street, 
E Negiands Intereft: Or, the Gentleman and Farmers Fri 
fhewing, 1. How may be Improv’d fronr tos. to $/, 
Cs per» Annum, with Eafe, and for an 
2. How to make Cyder, Perry, Cherry, 


‘made, to be Sold for 3d, ? P 
Sold tor 3. The B bef ahd ick it way of fing Nur 
Better and Gheapev than hitters known: at wha 
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London, Printed tor the Author, Fobn Tutchin. 1706. 

















